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Minutes of Much Hoole Parish Council
June 2026 at 7.30pm at The Venue at
Liverpool Old Road, PR4 sQA.

meeting held on Monday 10m
Hoole Village Memorial Hall,

Present: Cllrs K. Hayes (Chair), R. Lea, E. Jackson, E. Houghton, P. Cocker, and Acting Clerk Mr
P. Cafferkey.

Apologies for Absence
Cllrs A. Taylor, T. Hewitt and P. Fox

Declaration of lnterest and Dispensations
Cllr E. Houghton declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 7.

Minutes of the previous Meeting
It was resolved that the minutes of the MHPC meeting held on 11th May 2026 were agreed to be a
true and accurate record. Proposed by Cllr E. Houghton, seconded by Cllr R. Lea and agreed
unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes.

Public Time
No members of the public were present.

Correspondence from memberc of the public.
Three items were received from members of the public.
Item 1: Correspondence concerning overgrown Public Rights of Way (PRoW) in the Haunders
Lane and River Douglas area. lt was agreed that Cllr P. Cocker would plan a schedule of work with
the Lengthsman to try clear the PRoWs. lt was acknowledged that this would be a sizeable task
and may not be achievable by the Parish Council alone, given its budgetary limitations, and the fact
that this task is primarily the responsibility of Lancashire County Council.
Item 2: A member of the public has been in contact stating that she would like the Parish Council to
arrange that the bus stop on Liverpool Old Road that is to be replaced by a new one on 18th June
be moved to a new location. As the Highways Authority of LCC are responsible for granting
permission to relocate a bus stop the Clerk would advise the resident accordingly.
Item 3: A member of public has raised con@rns regarding the hedgerow overgrowth where Brook
Lane meets Liverpool Old Road restricting the width of the pavement making it necessary to walk in
the road at this junction which can be dangerous. This matter has been reported by Cllr P. Cocker
via the Love Clean Streets app and a response is awaited. This will be monitored.

Village Hall
!n the absence of Cllr A. Taylor, Cllr R. Lea provided a brief update. The Village Hall continues to
be enormously successful and financially viable. An outcome by SRBC on planning permission
regarding the proposed Padel Courts is thought to be imminent. A new stone plaque celebrating the
opening of the new Village Hall has now been installed.

Off Road Gycle Track
a) Cllr R. Lea reported that an inspection had been undertaken, no problems identified other than

the usual lifter. The Track is well used.

b) The new "No E bike Use" sign has been erected. Also, a wooden paneled wall has been erected
to prevent cycle track users from crossing over the fence into the neighbouring field and a barrier
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has been installed at the entrance to prevent cyclists rcming straight out of the pump track on to
the road at speed.

8. Reports from other meetings and information on future evenb
Cllr R. Lea confirmed he had attended the SRBC Western Parishes Forum, although poorly
attended there had been very good demonstrations on CPR (Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation)
and the use of defibrillators. Cllr Lea had also attended a SRBC Communi$ Action Network
meeting and three potentialsouroes of funding had been presented, subject to a suitable project;
these are Progress Housing, The Duchy of Lancaster Benevolent Fund, and The National Lottery
Communig Fund. Cllr E. Houghton reported that she would be attending an online meeting of
the LALC Executive on the 11tr June 2A26.

9. Finance
a) lt was resolved to sign off the Bank reconciliation for the month of May 2A26, signed by Cllr E

Houghton and unanimously agreed.
b) The Council noted the Clerk's financialstatement as at 31 May 2026.
c) lt was resolved to authorise the following paymentrs, proposed by Cllr E. Houghton, seconded

by Cllr R. Lea and unanimously agreed:
No Date Payee Amount Description

1) 31t}st2}26 rur*5** 8622.26 Crerk',s May sarary

2) ftrc5t2}26 mn:i""" rs.00 PAYG SIM reimburcement

3) 31to5t2o26 ffi*!*'" g36.47 Milea$e reimbursement

4) 3110512026 Harry Jackson [280.00 Lengthsman May invoice

5) 11tgil2Ail6 H Sanderson fg4.gg Microsoft 365 Annual
Subscription

6) 31to5na26 il:*:.Yjl|?.t;r e62 50 irr:F:fi#,:1ffi;in'"ffs!ffi
7) 1tO6nA26 ,r;}fir"T' €1sO.O0 InternalAudit report

10. Annual Governance and Accountability Return {AGAR} 2025126
a) Receipt of lnternalAudit Report for year ended 31 March 2026. The Council noted the

positive report.

b) To review and approve the effectiveness of the system of internal control. lt was resolved to
approve the Parish Council's documented system of internal control. Proposed by Cllr K.
Hayes, seconded by Cllr P. Gocker and agreed unanimously.

c) To consider and approve the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1). lt was resolved to
approve the Parish Council's Annual Governance Statement (Section 1). Proposed by Cllr K.
Hayes, seconded by Cllr P. Cocker and agreed unanimously.

d) To consider and approve the Accounting Statements (Section 2). lt was resolved to
approve the Parish Council's Annual Governance Statement (Section 2). Proposed by Cllr K.
Hayes, seconded by Cllr P. Cocker and agreed unanimously.

e) To note the dates for the exercise of public rights. The Council noted the dates as starting on
Friday 29th June 2A26 and ending on Friday 7h August 2026.
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.l {. Grants
A grant application had been received from 1st Hoole Scout Group tar t1275.00 for 3 x 4'man
tents and 3 x 2-man tents. lt was resolved that the grant application for the sum of S1275.00 be
approved. Proposed by Cllr E. Houghton, seconded by Gllr P. Cocker, and agreed unanimously.

12. Footpaths and Gardens
a) Much Hoole footpaths 11, 12, 23 &22 inspected this month. 11 & 12 allclear, 23 all clear

and has a new gate fitted to enter the fields, 22has a new gate fitted and a new Tread Board
to replace the old broken bridge. Unfortunately, the remaining three stiles are in very poor
condition and have been reported to the LCC PROWTeam and an acknowledgement has
been received ref PRW-161802.

b) FP11 The 5147 Form was completed by the Landowner and forwarded to the LCC PROW
Team. This will now be dealtwith by the Legalteam at LCC with a view to providing the new
metalgate to be sited at Moss House Lane end.

c) FP26 and FP27 actions are defened untilthe next meeting.

d) The Clerk agreed to contact SRBC to ascertain when the park equipment will be cleaned
and repainted.

e) Cllr P. Cocker has reported the damaged bench on Brook Lane / A59 via Love Clean
Streets. Depending on the outcome, the purchase of a new bench by the Parish Council
may be proposed but this would be subject to a future agenda item.

13. Replacement Bus Shelter
The installation date is confirmed as 18th June 2026. Cllr P. Cocker has liaised with residents to
ensure that the highway is kept clear for the installation. Cllr R Lea volunteered to be there on the
day and to put out traffic cones to keep the installation area clear.

14. Newsletter
Suggestions for the content for the annual newsletter to be issued in September were proposed
by Cllr R. Lea and reviewed and agreed by the Council. Cllr Lea also proposed content and a
layout for the Business Directory and this was reviewed and agreed. Gllr Lea will obtain a price
for printing the newsletter and business directory to be proposed at the July meeting.

15. Newsletter
Ref Address Description

Part retrospective application for
rear/side extension to form a balcony
and partially raised patio.
Neighbour Consultation Expiry Date:
Thu 28 May 2025

Near The eofiage HggndCH
A7l202ilAA344lNOT Lane Mueh Hoole Preston lnstall 2no. 9M Light Wooden Poles.

taneashire PR4 sJR
There were no obiections to the above planning items.

16. ltems for next agenda
To mnsider purchase of bench for comer of Brook Lane / A59 depending on outcome of LCCs
response to Love Clean Streets App submission.

17. Date of next meeting

The Gables 6 Lunds Lane
ATn026lA0327lHAH Mueh Hoole Preston

Laneashire PR4 4HL.

AJ
l*r



The Council unanimously agreed the date of the July Meeting as 7.30pm on Wedneday SeJuly
2A26 at'The Venue', Livepool Old Road, Much Hoole. The meeting closed at 20:50.

Signed as an amlrab rccotd

CllrA. Taylor-Vice Chair- 8e July 2A26
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